ROBOTS

ROBOTS -THE IDEAL WORKERS?

We hear many complaints about work in factories: the work is often boring, heavy and repetitive; the operative does not have to think about the work; he gets no job satisfaction.

The answer: a robot. For many jobs a robot is much better than a human operative. Once it has been programmed, it will do its job over and over again. It never gets bored; it works at a constant speed; it doesn't make mistakes; its work is always of the same standard; it doesn't get tired; it doesn't go on strike; it can work for 24 hours a day without breaks for food, rest or sleep; it doesn't take holidays or demand higher wages.

Robots have other advantages, too. They can be designed to do almost any job. You can't change the human body, but a robot's arms, for example, can be made to move in any direction. Robots can also do very heavy work and they can operate in conditions that are too dangerous, too hot or too cold for people to work in. They can work under water, in poisonous gas and in radioactive areas.

And on top of all this, robots never complain.

STEP 1
The text talks about the advantages of robots. Make a list of these advantages, and the disadvantages of human beings that are implied.

	ADVANTAGES OF ROBOTS




· They never get bored.




· They work at a constant speed.


· They do not make mistakes.

· Their work is always of the same standard.

· They don't get tired.

· They don't go on strike.

· They can work all day without a break. They don't need holidays.

· They don't ask for higher wages. 

· They can be designed to do almost any job.

· They can do very heavy work.

· They can work in conditions where humans can't.

· They never complain.


	DISADVANTAGES OF HUMANS
· They get bored

· Their work rate varies.

· They make mistakes.

· Their work is not always of the same standard.

· They get tired.

· They sometimes go on strike. 

· They need breaks.

· They need holidays.

· They ask for higher wages.

· They can do only certain jobs.

· They can't do very heavy work.

· They can't work in all conditions.

· They sometimes complain.




STEP 2

a) Complete this paragraph with appropriate words from the INPUT.

Robots are particularly useful for ................... in places where ................... would die. They don't .......... air so they can be used in space or ...................... . Special ................... have also been ..................... for handling ......................... materials. A number of industrial and military ......................... are also used to ................... in ......................... gases. So in many ways robots mean that people do not have to ................ in ......................... jobs. But, of course, ........................... are still needed to ......................... and repair the robots.

b) Find words or expressions in the INPUT which mean the same as:
worker = operative

unchanging = constant 

enjoyment of your work = job satisfaction

repetitive = boring, because it never changes 

to go on = to stop work for e.g. strikehigher wages

STEP 3
Read this text about the advantages human beings have over robots. 
It is obvious that robots have many advantages over human beings. However, it is also true that humans can do many things that robots can't. For example, humans can carry out a task without having to be told exactly how to do it first - in other words, they don't always have to be programmed. Humans can walk, run, swim, drive cars, fly aeroplanes, and so on, but robots are usually fixed in one place. If they are able to move, robots can do so only in a very limited way. Another advantage humans have is the way the same person can do jobs as different as making a cup of tea and designing a new type of motor car. And unlike robots, people can know whether what they are doing is good or bad, and whether it is boring or interesting. Also, robots are only just beginning to be able to understand speech and writing, but humans can communicate easily with each other by these methods, and by many others - telephone, drawings, radio, and so on - as well.

And we should not forget that robots owe their existence to humans - we make them, repair them and control them, not the other way round. Finally, humans can produce new little humans by themselves!

Make notes of the main points. 

· humans can think for themselves

· humans are much more mobile

· a person can carry out a wider range of jobs than a robot

· humans have feelings.

· humans are able to communicate with each other much more efficiently - humans can respond to emergencies

· humans are the creators of robots

· humans can reproduce themselves

